
                                                                                                                                             April 23, 2017 

 

Dear Members of Avondale,  

     Back in August of 1987 I was introduced to six strangers who would change my life and the life of my 

family. All six were serving on a search committee for a new pastor to lead their faith community in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. With a sense of humor they visited the church I was serving and backed their 

car into a parking space to hide the license plate so members of the congregation would not know that 

visitors were there to hear their pastor preach. On September 13 of that year I found myself addressing 

the Session at Avondale for the first time as your new pastor.  

     I remember that moment, and now I write telling you that the time has come to announce my 

retirement from full time ministry effective September 3, 2017.  

     Moving forward will require new pastoral leadership for the next decade and your Session, over the 

past several years, has been wise to plan. Over the past several years your church leadership has taken 

bold steps in discerning where God is leading. I commend them for their action and vision. The 

leadership of Avondale will continue to confidently move into God’s future. There is great strength with 

those who continue to serve on the staff. Christopher Lee continues in offering strong pastoral 

leadership and our administrative staff is a blessing. For every one of them I am thankful. They are 

committed and faithful to the vision of our ministry with Bethlehem Center and the Southside Homes. 

There is a Spirit moving across the congregation and people are being drawn into our worship and 

fellowship, recognizing that our worship space is not permanent and that this movement of Spirit is 

defining the strength of our faith and character.  

     While there will be a pause in the position of senior pastor, there will follow new pastoral leadership 

which will bring excitement and continued forward movement to this Body of Christ. 

     The Presbytery of Charlotte will work with the Session in preparing what is best, and next, in selecting 

an interim pastor to guide Avondale and Presbytery will ultimately work with the larger congregation in 

determining the person God is calling to lead Avondale. They will assist Avondale in the continued 

journey of faith and provide healing which will prepare the congregation to anticipate new gifts from 

new servants of God. The permanence and promise of God’s Word will continue to guide the 

discernment of leadership: 

      “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29: 11) 

     I join with Nadja in recognizing that both of us have experienced God’s greatest grace in being a part 

of the Avondale family. We are the most blessed and fortunate people on God’s earth. I am confident 

that God’s Spirit will continue to guide the congregation we love as Avondale is led into the next chapter 

of Kingdom work.  

                                                                                                                         Yours in Christ,  

                                                                                                                         John 


